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CONGRATULATING PROFESSORS 

BARBARA MCFARLAND AND MI-
CHAEL WHITEMAN 

HON. JOE CUNNINGHAM 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, July 25, 2019 

Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Professors Barbara 
McFarland and Michael Whiteman as they 
step down from the faculty at the Chase Col-
lege of Law at Northern Kentucky University. 
Their tenure has brought Chase bigger ideas, 
brighter days, and better futures for any stu-
dent lucky enough to sit in their classrooms. 

One of Professor McFarland’s greatest gifts 
is to provide every student she encounters 
with the resources and encouragement to 
achieve their best work—in law school and be-
yond. After 15 years at Chase, she is retiring 
to continue her work inspiring young minds, 
this time with young, at-risk children. 

I took a short quiz to celebrate Professor 
Whiteman’s retirement and I scored a 6/10, 
which was pretty similar to some of my scores 
in his class! After 17 successful years at 
Chase, Professor Whiteman is headed off to a 
law school down the road. Professor White-
man has been described by his colleagues as 
one of the most genuine and kind-hearted 
people they have ever met, and I truly could 
not agree any more. 

I know firsthand that Professors McFarland 
and Whiteman’s passion for supporting a stu-
dent’s success can be the definitive factor be-
tween giving up and getting a degree, and I 
am so thankful for the impact they had on my 
educational and personal development. Pro-
fessors McFarland and Whiteman are about to 
begin new journeys for themselves, but they 
can rest assured that their legacies will live on 
in the Chase Law School community. I thank 
them for all they have done and wish them 
good luck in all future endeavors. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF CHIEF DEP-
UTY ALLEN KRAEGER’S RETIRE-
MENT FROM THE WAUPACA 
COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE 

HON. MIKE GALLAGHER 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, July 25, 2019 

Mr. GALLAGHER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Chief Deputy Allen Kraeger 
on celebrating his retirement from the 
Waupaca County Sheriff’s Office. His leader-
ship left a major impact on Wisconsin law en-
forcement and is an excellent example of 
service to the community. 

Chief Deputy Kraeger is an exceptional pub-
lic servant who dedicated his professional life 
to upholding the law. Starting as Reserve 
Deputy in 1972, Chief Deputy Kraeger held 
positions as a Corrections Officer and Patrol-
man before beginning full time employment as 
a Highway Patrolman with the Waupaca 
County Highway Patrol in 1978. After the 
merging of the Waupaca County Highway Pa-
trol and Waupaca County Sheriff’s Office in 
1983, Chief Deputy Kraeger was reassigned 
as a Patrol Deputy with the Sheriff’s Office. 

Chief Deputy Kraeger served in many roles 
during his tenure with the Waupaca County 

Sheriff’s Office. He was designated as the first 
Rapid Intense Specific Competencies Instruc-
tor, promoted to the position of Detective Ser-
geant, and appointed to his current position of 
Chief Deputy in 1996. Through all these posi-
tions, he exemplified a steadfast commitment 
to providing superior service and protection to 
the communities of Waupaca County. 

During his time as Chief Deputy, Chief Dep-
uty Kraeger was instrumental in promoting 
teamwork, communication, and strategy to 
combat controlled substance violations. He 
embraced the Office’s membership and partici-
pation in the Central Wisconsin Drug Task 
Force. He was also instrumental in the assign-
ment of two full-time Drug Investigator posi-
tions within the Waupaca County Sheriff’s Of-
fice. Chief Deputy Kraeger was also a mem-
ber of several professional organizations in-
cluding the Wisconsin Narcotics Officers Asso-
ciation, National Narcotic Officers Association 
Coalition, and Wisconsin Sheriff’s and Deputy 
Sheriff’s Association, to name a few. 

Chief Deputy Kraeger served with diligence, 
selflessness, and bravery throughout his law 
enforcement career. Waupaca County is fortu-
nate to have officers like Chief Deputy 
Kraeger who exemplify and exceed their oath 
to serve and protect. I am proud to represent 
men and women with such commitment to 
their communities and our country. 

Madam Speaker, I urge all members of this 
body to join me in thanking Chief Deputy 
Kraeger for his service and dedication to pro-
tecting our community. I congratulate him on 
an exceptional 41-year career with the 
Waupaca County Sheriff’s Office and wish him 
well as he marks the conclusion of an accom-
plished career. 
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LET ALL U.S. CITIZENS TRAVEL 
TO CUBA RESTORE THEIR RIGHT 
TO TRAVEL—H.R. 3960 

HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 25, 2019 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, I am 
proud to introduce today H.R. 3960, the Free-
dom for Americans to Travel to Cuba Act of 
2019, along with my colleagues, Representa-
tives TOM EMMER (R–MN), KATHY CASTOR (D– 
FL), RICK CRAWFORD (R–AR), BARBARA LEE 
(D–CA), DARIN LAHOOD (R–IL), JOSÉ SERRANO 
(D–NY), GUY RESCHENTHALER (R–PA), DON-
ALD BEYER, JR. (D–VA), and DENVER 
RIGGLEMAN (R–VA). I’m also proud to stand 
with my good friend, Senator PATRICK LEAHY, 
who will be introducing this bill in the Senate 
on Monday with 45 bipartisan cosponsors. 

This bipartisan bill addresses an issue I 
care very deeply about—the right of American 
citizens—my constituents—to travel freely any-
where in the world. Freedom of movement, 
freedom to travel, the basic right of any U.S. 
citizen to choose freely where they can go in 
this world has always been a fundamental part 
of being an American. 

Foreign governments might choose to deny 
our citizens a visa. They might restrict where 
Americans can go when they arrive inside a 
foreign country. But the U.S. government and 
the U.S. Congress should not be in the busi-
ness of imposing restrictions on our own citi-
zens. 

Yet this is what Congress has done to U.S. 
citizens when it comes to only one country for 
the last 60 years—Cuba. 

Americans can travel to China, Saudi Ara-
bia, Vietnam, Russia, Iran and Syria—each 
with human rights records arguably as bad or 
worse than Cuba’s and, it should be noted, 
each of these countries also support Nicholas 
Maduro in Venezuela. And until just recently, 
Americans could even travel to North Korea. 

This is an anachronistic policy, left over 
from the Cold War and proven to be ineffec-
tive at leveraging change by the Cuban gov-
ernment. The only people it harms are Amer-
ican citizens and those in Cuba striving to cre-
ate innovative economic alternatives to state- 
controlled enterprises. 

Ironically, continued efforts to further restrict 
the right of Americans to travel to Cuba have 
had devastating consequences for Cuba’s 
fledgling private sector—the very people the 
United States aims to help—which had grown 
to be approximately 30 percent of Cuban 
economy as a result of more Americans trav-
eling to the island during the last Administra-
tion. 

Madam Speaker, I believe that the Amer-
ican people are our very best ambassadors; 
that they reflect the democratic values, curi-
osity, and innovation that make our country so 
great. Congress should not be in the business 
of denying them their own rights. 

Congress stripped away this basic right, and 
only Congress can restore it. It’s past time for 
us to do so. I urge all my colleagues, on both 
sides of the aisle, to cosponsor this bipartisan 
bill and ensure its passage in the 116th Con-
gress. 

I include in the RECORD an opinion piece by 
Chris Sabatini entitled, Trump Doubles Down 
on Failed Cuba Policy, which was published in 
The New York Times on July 24, 2019. 

[From the New York Times, July 24, 2019] 
TRUMP DOUBLES DOWN ON FAILED CUBA 

POLICY 
THE CUBAN AUTOCRACY REMAINS A NAGGING RE-

MINDER OF UNITED STATES IMPOTENCE IN 
ROOTING OUT COMMUNISM 

(By Christopher Sabatini) 
The Trump administration’s effort to bring 

about the end of Cuba’s repressive govern-
ment by squeezing the island’s economy 
promises only more suffering for Cuban citi-
zens, who are already struggling under Fidel 
Castro’s failed economic project. 

The White House is hurting the very peo-
ple—ordinary Cubans—it claims to support. 
Not only are their potential sources of inde-
pendent income (and, with it, political inde-
pendence) drying up, so is their access to 
food—and their hopes for the future. 

For decades, the Cuban autocracy has been 
a nagging reminder of United States impo-
tence in rooting out Communism. Washing-
ton’s embargo on Havana was tightened by 
Congress in 1992 and 1996—with the uninten-
tionally ironic titles of the Cuban Democ-
racy Act and what’s known as the Cuban 
Liberty Act. 

This pressure has always come with tough 
talk from Republicans, who like to claim 
that the Castro government’s time is up. 
John Bolton, the national security adviser, 
is the latest hawk to spew this empty rhet-
oric. 

Yet more than 58 years of isolating Havana 
has shown that the strategy doesn’t follow 
any logical theory of regime change, even if 
it plays well in South Florida. Isolation has 
only reinforced the Cuban government’s ef-
fort to make its citizens economically de-
pendent on the Communist state. 
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There was a brief break in America’s hard- 

line approach when, in December 2014, Presi-
dent Barack Obama announced a loosening 
of the embargo and the normalization of re-
lations. President Trump reversed course 
and rolled out many of the past, failed sanc-
tions against Cuba, plus some new ones. 

Those have included restricting Ameri-
cans’ travel to officially approved group 
trips with cultural organizations, ending the 
allowance for American cruise ships to dock 
in Cuban ports, plans to reduce to $1,000 the 
amount of money that Cuban-Americans can 
send to Cuba every three months, and allow-
ing United States citizens to sue foreign 
companies over the use of property expropri-
ated by the Castro government (a provision 
suspended by Republican and Democratic ad-
ministrations since it was passed in 1996). 

By the White House’s own admission, these 
policies will reduce by half the number of 
American tourists visiting the island. That 
number last year was 600,000. American tour-
ists had been helping to support the private 
restaurants, shops and the approximately 
20,000 Airbnb’s that have sprung up in recent 
years. 

Support for Havana from the regime in 
Venezuela, another target of the Trump ad-
ministration, has been halted, compounding 
Cuba’s economic troubles. 

Shortly after he was inaugurated as presi-
dent of Venezuela in 1999, Hugo Chávez, 
threw the struggling Cuban economy a life-
line, sending 100,000 barrels of oil a day, half 
of which the Cuban government sold on the 
world market for hard currency. As partial 
payment for the cheap oil, Cubans provided 
intelligence and military support to Mr. 
Chávez and to his successor, Nicolás Maduro, 
to help them consolidate their corrupt, auto-
cratic project. 

But as Venezuelan oil production plunged 
in recent years, and global prices fell, Cuba’s 
life-support system dried up to between 
20,000 and 50,000 barrels per day, as of April. 

The Trump administration has seen the 
weakness of these two economies as an op-
portunity to push for regime change in both 
countries. 

The first target was Mr. Maduro, hoping 
his fall would bring democracy to his coun-
try and thus bankrupt the Cuban regime, fi-
nally bringing it to its knees. Now, as ad-
ministration officials face their failed, 
overhyped efforts to topple Mr. Maduro, they 
have changed their focus: they are blaming 
Cuba for Mr. Maduro’s survival—rather than 
Mr. Maduro for the Cuban government’s sur-
vival. 

Cubans—and the Cuban leaders—have been 
through worse. American restrictions on 
trade and travel to Cuba are minor compared 
to the difficulties they faced after the col-
lapse of the Soviet Union, during which the 
Cuban economy contracted by more than one 
third. Even then, with food, electricity and 
hope all in short supply, the Castro govern-
ment survived. 

Today, Cuba’s leadership, under Raúl Cas-
tro’s handpicked successor, Miguel Dı́az- 
Canel, is once again rallying the island na-
tion’s citizens to tighten their belts, for ex-
ample by promoting hutia, a local rodent, as 
a source of protein. And other authoritarian 
powers, like China and Russia, are more than 
willing to throw even just a bit of economic 
help, and lots of anti-American ideological 
support, which didn’t exist during the post- 
Cold War period. 

The Trump administration’s strategy will 
fail, as it has in the past, and ordinary Cuban 
citizens will continue to bare the brunt of a 
misguided American policy. When will Amer-
ican leaders finally learn the lessons of his-
tory? 

TRIBUTE TO KEVIN L. SHAFER, 
P.E., RECIPIENT OF THE MIL-
WAUKEE WATER COUNCIL’S 
THIRD ANNUAL ‘‘WATER WAR-
RIOR OF THE YEAR’’ AWARD 

HON. GWEN MOORE 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 25, 2019 

Ms. MOORE. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Kevin Shafer, the long serving Exec-
utive Director of the Milwaukee Metropolitan 
Sewerage District (MMSD) and a recent recipi-
ent of the Milwaukee Water Council’s third an-
nual ‘‘Water Warrior of the Year Award,’’ 
which is given to acknowledge those in the 
water industry who advance the importance of 
Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, Math 
(STEAM) education. 

MMSD provides wastewater treatment rec-
lamation and flood management, among other 
services, for about 1.1 million customers in 28 
communities in the Greater Milwaukee Area 

The award acknowledges Kevin’s dedication 
to growing MMSD’s internship program which 
provides students with hands-on learning ex-
perience to inspire and educate students 
about future water-related careers in areas 
such as water quality protection, laboratory 
services, engineering, construction and sus-
tainability. According to the CEO of the Water 
Council, ‘‘When it comes to supporting and 
nurturing our next generation of water profes-
sionals we always know that Kevin will say an 
emphatic yes when we ask him to do more.’’ 

For over 25 years, MMSD has grown its in-
ternship program which now hires 25 students 
every summer. For example, during the sum-
mer of 2018, MMSD worked with the Water 
Council to place two African-American junior 
engineering students from Tuskegee Univer-
sity to work as interns with a goal of increas-
ing the number of African-Americans pursuing 
water as a career. This is just one of several 
efforts by MMSD to invest in and develop a di-
verse water workforce in the Milwaukee area. 

Kevin Shafer has served as executive direc-
tor of MMSD since 2002. Throughout his ca-
reer at MMSD, Kevin has helped to make the 
utility a leader when it comes to the adoption 
and use of green infrastructure, has been in-
strumental in efforts to transform MMSD ’s 
stormwater management system, and con-
tinues to foster innovative means of protecting 
the District’s water supply. 

Prior to this position, Kevin worked in the 
private sector at an international engineering 
firm and spent six years with the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers. Currently, Kevin is a 
Chair on both the United States’ Water Alli-
ance Board of Directors and the Water Coun-
cil Board of Directors. Kevin was formerly 
President of the National Association of Clean 
Water Agencies. 

It is an honor to recognize Kevin Shafer for 
his dedication to the residents served by 
MMSD and in being an innovative water in-
dustry leader who is constantly trying to find 
new ways to deal with the challenges facing 
MMSD. I applaud the high level of profes-
sionalism and service that he has brought to 
MMSD and have no doubt he will continue to 
serve our community in the same distin-
guished manner as he has done throughout 
his career. 

IN RECOGNITION OF WAHCONAH 
PARK’S 100TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. RICHARD E. NEAL 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 25, 2019 

Mr. NEAL. Madam Speaker, I would like to 
take this opportunity to recognize the 100th 
anniversary of Wahconah Park in Pittsfield, 
Massachusetts. Wahconah Park has been a 
loyal, magical home for America’s favorite 
pastime since the 19th century, when the 
game of baseball was first played on its 
grounds in 1892. Most of the ballpark’s facili-
ties, however, including its wooden grand-
stand, were officially built in 1919—and they 
have filled with lovers of the game ever since. 

Over the course of more than a century, 
Wahconah Park has hosted numerous Minor 
League Baseball teams, other professional 
clubs and affiliates, as well as summer colle-
giate teams—like the Pittsfield Suns, who cur-
rently call Wahconah home. As the Pittsfield 
Suns’ team owner Jeff Goldklang has said, 
baseball is about history, and it’s about memo-
ries. Wahconah Park is certainly steeped in 
both. It is a testament to the game Americans 
have loved for decades and continues to be a 
destination for generations of families who 
come to the Berkshires to watch it come to 
life. And beyond baseball, Wahconah Park 
has also played host to various high school 
sporting events, and alternated into a concert 
venue at times as well. 

Once again, Madam Speaker, I would like to 
congratulate Wahconah Park on the occasion 
of its 100th anniversary. The ballpark is city- 
owned and has been integral to the fabric of 
Pittsfield’s community. It represents the lon-
gevity, history, and character of not only the 
Berkshires, but all of western Massachusetts. 

f 

RECOGNIZING JERRY SHEA, SR. 

HON. CLAY HIGGINS 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 25, 2019 

Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize a pillar of Lou-
isiana, Iberia Parish icon, Jerry Shea, Sr., who 
recently passed away at the age of 93. 

Jerry was born in Louisiana and lived some 
young years in Texas. He has been a resident 
of New Iberia, LA, since 1942. After serving 
three years in the Air Force and graduating 
from Louisiana State University with a degree 
in petroleum engineering, he went to work for 
his father’s welding company, Bayou Welding 
Works. Eventually Jerry and his late brother 
Edward ‘‘Buddy’’ Shea, Jr. went on to start 
several offshoots of Bayou, including Bayou 
Pipe Coating in 1971. Jerry was inducted into 
the National Association of Pipe Coating Appli-
cators Hall of Fame in 1996 and retired from 
Bayou in 2000 after providing 55 years of 
leadership in the family business. In addition 
to his family business, he served as chairman 
of the board of New Iberia National Bank dur-
ing the 1980s. 

Despite his business success, Jerry is even 
more well-known for his commitment and dedi-
cation to his community. He and his wife, Har-
riet, have received numerous recognitions for 
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